
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 1 May, 2012
Between 7.00pm and 7.20pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
Val Corbett Vice-Chair in for the Chair Sarah Robson
Gary Satchwell Clive Emerson

In attendance
Martin Chilvers Clerk
Cllr John Riddle 

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED from John Hartshorne, who was unable to attend the annual 
general meeting due to work and Harry Scott due to personal reasons.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the last annual general meeting had been circulated and AGREED at the meeting of 
the Parish Council held on 3 May, 2011.

3. Election of Officers
The Parish Clerk invited nominations for the position of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the coming 
year.

Mr John Hartshorne was proposed as Chairman by Val Corbett and seconded by Gary Satchwell. 
Members AGREED.

Mrs Val Corbett was proposed as Vice Chairman by Clive Emerson and seconded by Sarah Robson. 
Members AGREED.

4. Summary of the year’s activity
A report had been circulated outlining the progress on or resolution of a number of village issues 
during the year. 
Progress: 1) Confirmation is awaited that the conveyance of the footpath to the Otterburn Mill. There 
have been problems with the appointed solicitors however when I last spoke to them I was advised the 
matter should be completed very soon; 2) Working with Northumberland County Council to improve 
the traffic safety through the village. A second PV2 survey will be undertaken shortly following which 
it is hoped that the need for a crossing at the Memorial Hall will be endorsed by NCC; 3) The ongoing 
matter for the development of a footpath joining Willow Green and Brierley Gardens is being 
monitored and the Parish Council ensured the recent proposed auction of the plots was suspended as 
the condition relating to the footpath were not included; 4) Negotiation regarding footpath access at 
Otterburn Hall is ongoing. An invite has been sent via the Angel Group solicitors seeking further 
negotiations to confirm reasonable access across the footpaths without the need for a public enquiry; 
5) Working on an application to apply for ‘Village Green status’ for the ‘The Green’ at Willow Green; 
6) Two grit bins have been ordered with Cllr John Riddle meeting the cost of one to be located outside 
the public conveniences and at the top of Brierley Gardens for use on the footpaths; 7) Maintenance 
of the Millennium Green, the public seats in the village and the children’s play area; 8) Consideration 
being given how to eliminate the recent increase of vandalism seen in the village.

Resolution: 1) Cllr Gary Satchwell has been appointed, replacing Ron Holden who has retired from the 
post; 2) The Parish Council have acquired a set of keys for the public conveniences to lock overnight 
to reduce risk of further damage at the facilities; 3) Willow Green grass is now being cut on a 
fortnightly basis during the summer and has received positive feedback on the appearance; 4) The 
Parish Council have considered and responded to nine planning applications during the last year: 5) 
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The Parish Council entered into negotiations regarding the services provided to Otterburn and was 
successful in maintaining continued NCC funding for the maintenance of the public conveniences, 
public dustbin clearing and majority of grass cutting including the play area; 7) Parts of the Otterburn 
Trail that had become overgrown have been cut back by NCC and the gullies and drains along the 
main road been cleared; 8) A second successful Village Tidy-up was run in April with many bags of 
rubbish being collected by the volunteers; 9) The footpath opposite Carter Cottages has been fully 
completed.

5. Report from County Councillor and questions
Councillor John Riddle reported that Northumberland County Council budget constraints were still 
impacting on services that can be provided. Highways are targeted to save in the region of £18m over 
the next three years and that new efficiencies were being introduced to assist towards this figure. 

As a consequence Cllr Riddle advised that it could potentially be a struggle to get agreement and 
development of a crossing across the road at the Memorial Hall. However he did advise that the 
outcome of the next PV2 survey should be considered before any decisions are made.

6. Matters for further discussion

There was no other business
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